Cooperation of the Russian Federation and the Latin American countries in the area of science and technology as a part of the Russian compensatory economy
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The Ukrainian political crisis and the Crimean status referendum have become some of the most important global events over the last few years. These events have deep ramifications, both from a political and an economic standpoint.
In early 2014, the Russian Federation refused to accept the Western stance on the events in Crimea and the Eastern Ukraine. In retaliation, the United States of America have imposed sanctions on Russia with the aim of isolating it on the international level. The European Union countries have also joined the US in the sanctions against Russia [1]. This has strained both the U.S. – Russia relations in particular and the overall situation on the international scene.

Due to these circumstances, it is becoming more and more important for the Russian Federation to look for new partners, both political and economic.
The Latin American countries seem to be a likely group of candidates for a stronger partnership with Russia, considering that they aspire to independently conduct their policies, both domestic and foreign. For the Latin American countries, going beyond the Western hemisphere in their search for new partners on the international scene is a possible way of achieving their political goals, as well as their economic objectives.

Among the possible areas where the Russian – Latin American relations can be developed further there is the cooperation in the area of science and technology. The most promising fields in this area are energy production, medicine and space exploration.
When speaking of energy production, it must be said that the implementation of investment projects in the field of energy resources development comprises a significant part of the bilateral relations between Russia and Venezuela.
The cooperation between the Russian oil company “Rosneft” and the state-owned corporation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela known as “PDVSA” is worth mentioning in particular.  In the framework of the co-operation between the two companies four joint oil extraction projects are being implemented. For instance, “Rosneft” holds stakes in 3 oil deposits which are located in the La Faja region. The work in those deposits is carried out by several joint companies.

According to data provided by “Rosneft”, the total oil-in-place number of these projects is estimated to be more than 20.5 billion tons. The amount of Venezuelan oil extracted by joint companies co-created by “Rosneft” amounts to approximately 340 thousand barrels per day [4].
Regarding medicine, it should be pointed out that an interest in a potential cooperation with Russia has recently been expressed by Nicaragua. What is more, there is one joint Russian – Nicaraguan project that has already been implemented.

On the 23rd of October, 2016, the Mechnikov vaccine production plant was opened in Nicaragua. The total cost of the plant was 21 million dollars, 14 of which were contributed by Russia.
The initial production volume will amount to 15 million vaccines per year. At first, only anti-flu vaccines will be produced, however, other types of vaccines are to be manufactured in the future. It is expected that the produced vaccines will be also supplied to other Latin American countries, where similar facilities are to be opened. The first batch of vaccines will be released in May 2017 [5].

Another potential direction for the further development of the Russian – Latin American scientific-technological cooperation there is the field of space exploration. The Russian Federation can cooperate in this area with Brazil, considering that a joint project has been conducted in the past.
In 2005, Marcos Pontes, the first Brazilian astronaut, began training at Star City (near Moscow) in order to fly to the International Space Station, where he was to work. by means of He successfully went into space by means of a Russian carrier rocket, which took off at the Baikonur spaceport on the 30th of March, 2006. [2].

By cooperating within the framework of various projects, the Latin American countries gain an opportunity not only to achieve specific goals and objectives which would be difficult to do otherwise, but also to gain experience which would serve as the basis for their respective independent programs and projects.
As for the Russian Federation, the scientific and technological cooperation with the Latin American countries allows it to strengthen relations with these countries, which can lead to both political and economic advantages. By establishing partnerships with the Latin American countries, Russia can a bigger flexibility regarding the choice of its partners on the international scene, which can serve as an insurance of sorts.
This is especially important nowadays, when numerous setbacks begin to appear in the field of scientific and technological cooperation between Russia and the Western countries due to the establishment of the sanctions regime, (e.g., the supposed shutdown of the U.S. – Russia cooperation at the International Space Station after 2020) [3].
In conclusion, it must be said that under the circumstances caused by the introduction of the anti-Russian sanctions, the cooperation between the Russian Federation and the Latin American countries in the area of science and technology can become quite beneficial for both parties, particularly for the former.
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