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The image of enemy is a predominant element in George W. Bush’s rhetoric. Over the course of his presidency he fought for peace in the Middle East, sent troops to hot spots, and naturally had to publicly justify his military actions. This research examined Bush’s coverage of the national defense issue in the State of the Union Addresses to Congress over the eight years of his presidency as it helps us explore how Bush viewed enemy.
As to create his image of enemy, Bush made frequent use of a war-related vocabulary: enemy (59 times), terrorist (120), terrorism/terror (81), dictator (7), weapons (57), destruction (18), murder (18), kill (38), killer (20), evil (19) in such contexts as our enemy is brutal, what every terrorist fears most is human freedom, dictators with weapons of mass destruction. As is clear, the key words are «terrorist», «terror», and «terrorism»: terrorists oppose every principle of humanity and decency, take defensive measures against terrorism, we are winning the war on terror.
Bush tends to compare his own nation with the hostile countries, he glorifies America and humiliates the enemy: «The United States has no right, no desire, and no intention to impose our form of government on anyone else. That is the main difference between us and our enemies. They seek to impose and expand the empire of oppression, in which a tiny group of brutal, self-appointed rulers control every aspect of every life. Our aim is to build and preserve a community of free and independent nations, with government that answers to their citizens, and reflect their own cultures». The borderline of us and them is clear-cut and the opposition is created with the help of the notions impose, oppression, tiny, self-appointed, rulers, control for the terrorist states and preserve, free, independent , citizens, culture for America. 
It is noteworthy that Bush develops an idea that his country is open to cooperation to fight the enemy and any supporters of freedom can become his allies: «America and Afghanistan are now allies against terror. We’ll be partners in rebuilding that country». Bush pretends to respect other nations and «seeks to sanctify the United States by stating that America’s strength and resolve is to advance freedom, which is God’s gift to the world: hence America is doing God’s work in its export and imposition of ‘western values’ to the rest of the world, and to the Middle East in particular» [Stramer: 2]. This idea is a manifestation of what American patriotism is like. It is about a country being unique and, most importantly, having a mission to save the world [Самохина: 19]. We claim that by using such mythographs like "America is a nation with a mission", "We are fighting evil" Bush sustains and fans out «the Valiant Leader myth» [Evdokimova: 44] where America is a God-blessed country with a mission to keep peace in the world. Mythological thinking is «deliberately employed by its creators to pursue particular interests» [Sheigal: 151]. Thus the image of enemy logically becomes part of the Valiant Leader Myth, it is an essential part of the game. It looks as if America has long been waiting for an enemy to show up. And here it comes. 

In conclusion, it must be said that G.W.Bush used the eight consecutive State of the Union Addresses to draw an image of enemy, which became an effective manipulative tool and a myth-sustaining strategy. Research into frequently used words in the SOU addresses revealed the kind of moods and ambitions America had over a long period. This kind of analysis may be used in further political communication research and we hope to continue to work in that vein.  
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